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Section  3:  Seeking  Information 

Knowing  how  to  obtain  information  is  one  of  the  most  vital  skills  that  students  can  have,  whether  they  are 
doing  research  for  a school  report  or  seeking  information  for  their  own  interests.  In  Section  3 students  explore 
various  sources  of  information  that  are  available  to  them.  They  are  given  strategies  to  evaluate  the  information 
that  they  find.  Finally,  they  practise  these  skills  by  choosing  a topic  to  research  and  writing  a short  research 
report. 

• In  Lesson  1 students  investigate  how  to  access  information  in  a library.  If  your  student  has  not  had  an 
opportunity  to  use  an  online  catalogue  in  a library,  it  is  important  to  arrange  for  him  or  her  to  have 
these  experiences.  Most  public  libraries  have  computers  with  online  catalogues. 

The  assignment  for  this  lesson  requires  your  student  to  visit  a library.  The  purpose  of  the  assignment  is 
for  students  to  become  familiar  with  the  services  libraries  offer  and  to  gain  some  expertise  in  using  an 
online  catalogue. 

• In  Lesson  2 students  explore  sources  of  information  other  than  the  library.  These  include  radio  and 
television,  agencies  and  people  in  the  community,  and  the  Internet.  Emphasize  to  your  student  that  it  is 
important  to  evaluate  carefully  any  sites  he  or  she  might  access  on  the  Internet.  Refer  to  the  cautions 
given  on  page  7 of  the  Home  Instructor’s  Guide  for  Assignment  Booklet  1A  in  this  regard.  Students  will 
examine  this  issue  more  closely  in  Lesson  3. 

• In  Lesson  3 students  select  a topic  and  research  it.  Assist  your  student  in  choosing  a topic  that  he 
or  she  genuinely  finds  interesting.  Note  that  students  should  obtain  information  from  at  least  three 
different  sources  (for  example,  an  encyclopedia,  an  Internet  website,  an  article  in  a magazine,  a book, 
a video,  or  a person  with  expertise  in  the  subject).  Students  will  likely  need  to  visit  a library  to  access 
some  information.  Keep  in  mind  that  the  reports  students  write  are  to  be  relatively  short  (four  to  five 
paragraphs),  so  topics  cannot  be  too  broad. 

Students  are  introduced  to  Segment  2 of  the  multimedia  CD  that  accompanies  the  course.  This  segment 
offers  a great  deal  of  help  in  researching  for  a report.  Your  student  should  view  the  first  four  clips  as  he 
or  she  works  through  this  lesson. 

• The  last  lesson  in  Module  1 focuses  on  writing  a report.  Students  use  the  information  that  they  collected 
in  Lesson  3 to  draft  a report,  revise  and  edit  their  work,  and  present  the  report  in  a correctly  written 
format.  Writing  a report  is  a time-consuming  task;  students  should  expect  to  spend  at  least  one  week  on 
this  section  and  on  the  assignment. 

Review  the  assessment  guide  and  checklist  in  the  Assignment  Booklet  before  the  student  writes  the 
report. 

After  your  student  has  obtained  the  information  for  the  report,  encourage  him  or  her  to  develop  an 
outline  to  organize  the  information.  Having  a good  outline  will  enable  the  student  to  write  the  report 
more  easily  and  will  result  in  a more  effective  report. 

When  writing  a major  composition,  students  should  use  a computer  if  possible.  Revising  and  editing  a 
long  composition  is  much  easier  on  a computer  because  there  is  no  need  to  recopy  work. 
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• The  vocabulary  log  is  meant  to  help  students  extend  their  vocabularies.  While  most  words  that  your 
student  puts  in  his  or  her  vocabulary  log  will  probably  come  from  English  Language  Arts  8,  encourage 
him  or  her  to  add  new  words  encountered  elsewhere  as  well.  You  may  need  to  periodically  remind  your 
student  to  add  words  to  his  or  her  vocabulary  log.  Students  should  have  five  words  in  their  vocabulary 
log  submissions.  A dictionary  may  be  used  for  accurate  definitions  or  synonyms. 

• Review  the  portfolio  assessment  criteria  with  your  student  before  he  or  she  creates  a portfolio  item.  The 
self-assessment  is  an  important  part  of  the  assignment. 

• The  learning  log  is  an  important  feature  of  the  Final  Module  Assignment.  It  enables  students  to  reflect  on 
their  learning  and  to  develop  an  awareness  of  the  skills  and  strategies  they  need  to  become  confident 
and  competent  users  of  the  six  language  arts.  In  the  early  modules,  your  student  may  need  some 
guidance  in  responding  to  the  questions  asked  in  the  learning  log.  The  responses  should,  however,  be  an 
honest  attempt  by  the  student  to  reflect  on  his  or  her  learning. 
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2.  All  faxing  costs  are  the  responsibility  of  the  sender. 

E-MAILING 

It  may  be  possible  to  e-mail  your  completed  Assignment  Booklet  to  the  school  with  which  you  are  registered.  You 
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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  IB 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  8:  MODULE  1 
SECTION  3 ASSIGNMENT  AND  FINAL  MODULE  ASSIGNMENT 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  55  marks  out  of  the  total  1 15  marks  for  the 
assignments  in  Module  1.  The  value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is  stated  in 
the  left  margin. 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places.  If  you  have  difficulty  with  an  assignment,  go  back  to  your  Student  Module 
Booklet  and  review  the  appropriate  lesson.  Be  sure  to  proofread  your  answers  carefully 
before  submitting  your  Assignment  Booklet. 

You  can  use  a computer  and  word-processing  program  for  many  of  these  assignments. 
If  you  use  a computer,  be  sure  you  attach  a printed  copy  that  has  been  proofread  and  is 
readable.  Include  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  number  on  each  page. 


Section  3 Assignment:  Seeking  Information 

Visit  a school  or  public  library  near  you.  Take  some  paper  and  a pen  with  you  to  record 
your  answers  to  questions  1 and  2. 

1.  Name  the  library  that  you  visited.  Does  the  library  have  an  online  card  catalogue  or 
a traditional  card  catalogue? 


2.  Use  the  card  catalogue  in  the  library  to  find  the  following: 
a.  the  call  number  of  The  Diary  of  Anne  Frank 


b.  the  author  of  No  Word  for  Good-bye 


c.  the  title  and  call  number  of  a book  on  astronomy 
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d.  Investigate  the  reference  section  of  the  library.  List  four  different  types  of 
reference  material  found  in  the  reference  section. 


When  you  have  completed  questions  1 and  2,  continue  where  you  left  off  on 
page  62  in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

3.  For  each  of  the  following  questions,  give  one  example  of  a resource  outside  the 
library  where  you  might  go  for  information. 

a.  Where  were  the  2000  Winter  Olympics  held? 


b.  How  much  does  it  cost  for  a licence  for  my  dog? 


c.  What  time  will  the  Grey  Cup  game  be  televised  in  my  area? 


d.  Where  can  I find  more  information  about  the  work  a travel  agent  does? 


e.  What  are  the  five  most  common  languages  spoken  in  Canada? 


When  you  have  completed  question  3,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  66 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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4.  As  you  worked  through  Lesson  3 of  Section  3,  you  selected  a topic  that  you  were 
interested  in  researching.  After  discussing  your  topic  with  your  teacher,  you 
collected  and  evaluated  information  for  your  report. 

a.  To  help  you  in  narrowing  your  topic,  you  completed  a chart  in  your  notebook 
like  the  one  that  follows.  Copy  your  responses  from  that  chart  into  this  one: 


My  Topic: 

What  interests  me 
about  this  topic? 

What  do  I already 
know? 

What  do  I want  to 
find  out? 

Who  is  my 
audience? 

b.  Attach  a list  of  the  sources  of  information  that  you  used  to  research  your  topic. 
Follow  the  guidelines  for  listing  sources  of  information  that  you  were  given  on 
page  74  of  your  Student  Module  Booklet.  Remember,  you  should  have  at  least 
three  resources.  Label  your  response  with  the  following  information: 

• your  name  and  student  number,  if  applicable 

• module  number  and  title 

• Assignment  Booklet  IB:  Section  3,  question  4.  b. 

When  you  have  completed  question  4,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  75 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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5.  In  Lesson  4 you  made  an  outline  to  organize  the  information  that  you  gathered 
when  you  researched  your  topic.  Using  your  outline  as  a guide,  you  wrote  the  first 
draft  of  your  report. 

a.  Attach  a copy  of  the  outline  that  you  made  to  organize  the  information  that  you 
collected.  Your  outline  will  be  assessed  according  to  the  following  criteria. 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  5.  a. 

Ideas  are  arranged  in  an  effective  outline  format. 

1 mark 

Main  ideas  are  supported  by  at  least  two  details. 

2 marks 

Information  suits  the  topic  and  purpose. 

2 marks 

Label  your  outline  with  the  following  information: 

• your  name  and  student  number,  if  applicable 

• module  number  and  title 

• Assignment  Booklet  IB:  Section  3,  question  5.  a. 


b.  Submit  your  rough  draft  showing  revisions  and  editing.  Attach  it  to  the 
Assignment  Booklet  with  the  following  information: 

• your  name  and  student  number,  if  applicable 

• module  number  and  tide 

• Assignment  Booklet  IB:  Section  3,  question  5.  b. 
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6. 


You  revised  and  edited  your  research  report  in  Lesson  4.  Now  it  is  time  to  present 
your  report.  Write  your  polished  report  in  the  space  provided.  Your  report  will  be 
assessed  according  to  the  following  criteria. 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  6 

Thought  and  Support 

• The  ideas  are  thoughtful  and  clear. 

• Audience  and  purpose  have  been  considered. 

• Supporting  details  are  appropriate  and  relevant. 

5 marks 

Form  and  Structure 

• The  introduction  and  conclusion  are  effective. 

• The  ideas  have  been  organized  to  suit  the  purpose. 

3 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• Word  choices  and  sentence  structure  are  effective. 

• The  writing  has  been  edited  to  eliminate  errors  in 
spelling,  grammar,  sentence  structure,  capitalization,  and 
punctuation. 

2 marks 

If  you  are  using  a computer  to  write  your  report,  attach  your  printed  copy  to  this 
Assignment  Booklet  with  the  following  information: 

• your  name  and  student  number,  if  applicable 

• module  number  and  title 

• Assignment  Booklet  IB:  Section  3,  question  6 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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When  you  have  completed  question  6,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  82 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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Final  Module  Assignment 

1.  As  you  have  worked  through  Module  1,  you  have  kept  a log  of  unfamiliar  words 
and  expressions.  It  is  now  time  to  choose  five  words  from  your  vocabulary  log 
and  complete  the  following  chart.  If  you  are  unsure  of  what  to  do,  review  the 
information  about  the  vocabulary  log  on  page  17  of  Section  1 in  your  Student 
Module  Booklet. 


New  Word 

Source  of  Word 

Definition 
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In  Lesson  2 of  Section  2,  you  were  given  several  suggestions  using  RAFTS  for 
creating  a portfolio  item.  Choose  one  of  those  suggestions  and  respond  to  it  for 
your  portfolio.  Label  your  portfolio  item  with  the  following  information: 


• your  name  and  student  number,  if  applicable 

• module  number  and  title 

• Assignment  Booklet  IB:  Final  Module  Assignment,  question  2 


Portfolio  Assessment  Criteria 

Thought  and  Detail 

• The  item  shows  imagination  and  creativity. 

• The  work  is  thoughtfully  and  carefully  done. 

• The  work  is  appropriate  for  the  target  audience. 

6 marks 

b.  Complete  the  following  portfolio  self-assessment  chart.  Use  complete 
sentences  in  your  responses. 


Portfolio  Self-Assessment 


Why  did  you  choose  this  item  to  include  in  your  portfolio? 


Who  is  the  target  audience? 


What  skills  are  shown  in  this  work? 


What  did  you  learn  from  preparing  this  work? 
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3.  What  did  you  learn  in  this  module?  Examine  the  questions  in  the  learning  log  that 
follows;  then  look  over  the  module  and  complete  the  learning  log. 


Learning  Log 


What  things  do  I know  now — and  what  do  I know  how  to  do — that  I didn’t  know  before? 


What  areas  in  the  material  covered  in  this  module  do  I need  to  work  on? 


What  steps  can  I take  to  increase  my  knowledge  and  skills  in  the  areas  mentioned  in  the  second  box? 


When  you  have  completed  the  Final  Module  Assignment,  submit  Assignment 
Booklet  IB,  along  with  your  list  of  sources  of  information,  rough  draft,  and 
portfolio  item  for  assessment. 


ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  DECLARATIONS 


The  school  you  are  registered  with  may  require  you  to  submit  this  signed  form  with  your  Assignment  Booklet. 

The  Student’s  Declaration  is  to  be  signed  by  the  student.  If  the  student  is  under  16,  the  Supervisor’s  Declaration 
may  need  to  be  signed  by  the  supervisor,  who  is  usually  a home  instructor,  teacher,  or  home-schooling 
coordinator.  Failure  to  complete  this  page  may  invalidate  the  assignment  results.  Please  contact  your  school  and 
ask  if  this  completed  form  is  required. 


STUDENT’S  DECLARATION 

• I have  followed  the  instructions  outlined  in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

• I have  completed  the  activities  to  prepare  myself  for  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet. 

• I completed  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  by  myself. 


Student’s  Signature 


SUPERVISOR’S  DECLARATION 

I hereby  certify  that  I have  supervised  the  learning  activities  completed  by 

Student’s  Name 

I also  certify  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  were  completed 
independently  by  this  student. 


Supervisor’s  Signature 


If  you,  the  student  or  supervisor,  have  any  comments  or  observations  regarding  this  module,  write  them  in  the 
following  space. 


